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     News Excerpts 
       March 19, 2023 

Times of Israel  

Biden Rules Out Support for Major Rafah Operation 
US President Joe Biden effectively ruled out any potential support for a major Israeli ground 
offensive in Rafah during a call with Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, US National Security 
Adviser Jake Sullivan revealed, after the administration indicated for months it could support 
an operation there under certain conditions. The call between Netanyahu and Biden was their 
20th since the outbreak of war following Hamas’s October 7 attack, but their first since February 
15. It came four days after an unprecedented speech from longtime pro-Israel stalwart and 
Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer calling for early elections in Israel to replace 
Netanyahu, who the most senior Jewish lawmaker in Congress branded as an obstacle to peace 
along with Hamas, the Israeli far-right and Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud Abbas.  
 
Axios 

Israel and Hamas Start Detailed Hostage Negotiations 
Israel and Hamas for the first time in months are negotiating details of a possible deal to release 
Israeli hostages and for a temporary ceasefire. Both Israel and Hamas are under intense 
pressure to reach an agreement that would release the hostages and begin a humanitarian 
ceasefire, where more than 30,000 Palestinians have been killed. The current proposal being 
negotiated could lead to a six-week ceasefire and the release of 40 hostages — women, female 
soldiers, men over the age of 50 and men in critical medical conditions — in return for hundreds 
of Palestinian prisoners. The ongoing effort to reach a deal made progress when Hamas 
responded to a hostage deal framework proposed by the US, Qatar and Egypt. The two gaps are 
Hamas' demand that the IDF withdraw from the corridor it created south of Gaza City, which 
prevents the return of Palestinians to the north of the Strip. The other point is Hamas's demand 
that the next phase, includes a permanent ceasefire. 
 
Ha’aretz  

IDF Raids Al-Shifa, Killing Hamas Official; Soldier Killed 
The IDF raided Al-Shifa Hospital in Gaza City following intelligence indicating that Hamas had 
established a command post within the facility to manage its combat against Israel. The IDF 
also announced that during the raid, Staff Sgt. Matan Vinogradov, 20, a soldier in the Nahal 
Brigade, was killed. According to the IDF, 80 individuals were arrested, including Hamas 
militants. 20 militants were killed, and dozens of those arrested are under interrogation. The 
army updated that cash and weapons were found in the hospital. The army and Shin Bet 
announced that the head of the Operations Department at Hamas' Interior Ministry, Fa'aq 
Mabhouh, was killed in the raid. The Interior Ministry is responsible for police activities, and 
according to the IDF, Mabhouh was tasked with coordinating Hamas' mechanisms in the area.  
 

https://www.timesofisrael.com/biden-rules-out-support-for-major-rafah-op-in-first-call-with-pm-in-over-a-month/
https://www.axios.com/2024/03/18/israel-hamas-hostage-negotiations
https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/2024-03-18/ty-article/.premium/80-arrested-during-israeli-army-raid-on-gazas-al-shifa-hospital/0000018e-5055-dad4-a9ff-5fdd5fac0000
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Associated Press 

Famine Is Said to Be ‘Imminent’ in Northern Gaza 
Famine is “imminent” in northern Gaza, where 70% of people are experiencing catastrophic 
hunger, according to a report that warned escalation of the war could push half of Gaza’s total 
population to the brink of starvation. The report, by the international community’s authority on 
determining the severity of hunger crises, came as Israel faces mounting pressure from even its 
closest allies to streamline the entry of aid into the Gaza Strip and to open more land crossings. 
Aid groups complain that deliveries by air and sea by the US and other countries are too slow 
and too small. The latest findings on hunger in Gaza came from the Integrated Food Security 
Phase Classification, or IPC, an initiative first set up in 2004 during the famine in Somalia that 
now includes more than a dozen UN agencies, aid groups, governments and other bodies to 
determine the severity of food insecurity. It says virtually everyone in Gaza is struggling to get 
enough food, and that around 677,000 people — nearly a third of the population of 2.3 million — 
are experiencing the highest level of catastrophic hunger. That means they face extreme lack of 
food and critical levels of acute malnutrition. This includes around 210,000 people in the north. 
 
I24 News 

Democrats, Republicans United in Halting UNRWA Funding 
US Republicans and Democrats in Congress have agreed to suspend funding for the UN Relief 
and Works Agency (UNRWA) until at least March 2025, according to a report in the Punchbowl. 
Amid partisan hangups in spending for the Department of Homeland Security, the report said 
the two sides agreed that finances transferred to the Palestinians must go through other 
organizations. This comes after Israel provided proof that members of the UN agency were 
involved in the October 7 attack by Hamas and other Gazan terrorists, prompting the US and 
other Western countries to freeze aid to UNRWA. UNRWA head Philippe Lazzarini has called for 
the international community to resume funding for his agency. 
 
Reuters  

Canada Parliament Vote on Palestinian Statehood Hits Delay 
Last-minute parliamentary wrangling delayed a vote by Canadian legislators on a non-binding 
motion to back Palestinian statehood, an idea that looked set to deepen splits inside the ruling 
Liberal Party. The original motion was drawn up by the minority left-leaning New Democrats 
(NDP), who are helping keep Prime Minister Justin Trudeau's Liberals in power and are unhappy 
by what they see as his failure to do enough to protect the civilian population in Gaza. The 
initial version called on Canada to "officially recognize the State of Palestine" - a step that no 
member of the Group of Seven industrialized nations has taken. After backroom negotiations 
between the NDP and the Liberals, that wording was dropped in favor of language calling on the 
international community to work toward the establishment of a Palestinian state as part of a 
two-state solution. But Liberal and opposition legislators in the House of Commons complained 
they had had no notice of the new wording and demanded the chance to debate it. Proceedings 
were suspended, and it was unclear when they would be resumed.  

https://apnews.com/article/israel-hamas-war-news-03-18-2024-eefc526aec97821fe5f1e845801a6640
https://www.ipcinfo.org/fileadmin/user_upload/ipcinfo/docs/IPC_Gaza_Strip_Acute_Food_Insecurity_Feb_July2024_Special_Brief.pdf
https://www.i24news.tv/en/news/israel-at-war/artc-democrats-republicans-united-in-halting-unrwa-funding-until-2025-report
https://www.reuters.com/world/canada-parliament-vote-motion-backing-palestinian-statehood-2024-03-18/
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Times of Israel  
Ben Gvir Seeks to Permit Jewish Visits to Temple Mount 
National Security Minister Itamar Ben Gvir is pressing to for permission for Jews to visit the 
Temple Mount/Haram Al-Sharif during the last 10 days of Ramadan, a period of time when such 
visits have in the past been prohibited. Although Jewish visitation to the holy site is permitted 
in the first 20 days of the Muslim month of fasting, it is usually shut down completely during the 
last 10 days since that is when the Laylat al-Qadr falls — the holiest night of the year in Islam, 
which as such is considered to be particularly sensitive in terms of security concerns. Ben Gvir, 
who heads the far-right Otzma Yehudit party, is an ardent proponent of Jewish visitation rights 
on the Temple Mount and has visited the site during his tenure as minister. Senior security 
officials have been been informed of Ben Gvir’s request and are examining the request, the 
minister’s office said.  But Channel 13 news, which first reported the story, said that senior 
cabinet officials have stated that the national security minister’s request will not be granted due 
to the extremely tense security situation in Jerusalem owing to the ongoing war in Gaza and 
concerns of unrest among the Palestinian population of East Jerusalem and the West Bank. 
Read More ‘‘Ben Gvir Celebrates Issuing 100,000 Gun Licenses Since October 7’’ ‘‘Gallant Said 
to Slam Smotrich for Attacks on IDF Chief: ‘You Are Harming Security’’ (Times of Israel)  
   
Ha’aretz 

Barghouti ‘Beaten with Clubs’ by Guards, Family Claims 
The Palestinian Commission for Detainees and Ex-Prisoners' Affairs, and the family of the 
senior Fatah member Marwan Barghouti, who is serving a life sentence in an Israeli jail, claim 
he was attacked with clubs by prison guards, and have asked countries involved in mediation 
between Israel and Hamas to intervene so he can receive an external medical evaluation. 
According to the claims, Barghouti suffered bleeding near his eye as a result of the injuries 
suffered.  Barghouti's wife Fadwa and the head of the Palestinian Commission for Detainees 
Qadura Fares expressed concerns for Barghouti's life if he does not receive external 
supervision. Fares told Haaretz that "13 prisoners and detainees had died in jail and that the 
reason given had been medical or other reasons. Marwan is 65 years old and the concern is that 
after 21 years in jail he will suddenly die and they will say it was because of medical reasons." 
Fares added that "We cannot be indifferent to his situation in solitary confinement" in view of 
the fact that his name has been brought up in the framework of talks over a prisoner swap and 
in view of the extremist positions of Minister Ben-Gvir who is responsible for the Prison 
Service." Hamas is expected to demand that Barghouti be released within the framework of a 
deal to release the Israeli hostages held by Hamas in Gaza. The demand is not new and has 
been presented in the past to Israel and rejected without this leading to previous deals 
collapsing. However, with Hamas now fighting for its political and military survival and with the 
United States and Arab regimes attempting to establish Palestinian governance over the West 
Bank and Gaza, Hamas can be expected to insist on his release this time. Barghouti enjoys 
broad Palestinian support and could replace PA President Abbas. Read More ‘‘Red Cross 
Directly Involved in PA ‘Pay for Slay’ Policy, Palestinian Official Admits; ICRC Rejects’’ 
(Jerusalem Post) 
 

https://www.timesofisrael.com/ben-gvir-seeks-to-permit-jewish-visits-to-temple-mount-during-last-days-of-ramadan/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/ben-gvir-celebrates-issuing-100000-gun-licenses-since-october-7/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/gallant-said-to-slam-smotrich-for-attacks-on-idf-chief-you-are-harming-security/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/gallant-said-to-slam-smotrich-for-attacks-on-idf-chief-you-are-harming-security/
https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/2024-03-19/ty-article/.premium/jailed-palestinian-leader-marwan-barghouti-beaten-with-clubs-by-guards-family-claims/0000018e-5398-d37a-a1ae-5bf8d11b0000
https://www.jpost.com/international/article-792583
https://www.jpost.com/international/article-792583
https://www.jpost.com/international/article-792583
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Yedioth Ahronoth – March 19, 2024 
Win All the Battles, Lose the War 
By Yuval Noah Harari 

● Who is winning the Israel-Hamas war? That depends, of course, on how you define 
winning. In soccer, one side scores more goals. In war, the victor is not necessarily the 
side that kills more people, takes more prisoners, demolishes more buildings, or seizes 
more territory—the winner is the side that achieves its political objectives. In the war in 
Iraq, for example, the Americans won all the battles, they conquered the entire country, 
they captured Saddam Hussein and toppled his regime entirely—but the war ended with 
a crushing political defeat for the United States and with Iran becoming the boss in Iraq 
and the strongest country in the Middle East. The existential threat facing us today is 
partly the result of that American “victory” on the battlefields in Iraq.  

● That could happen again. If we do not correctly define our political objectives, we might 
win all the battles and lose the war. In the current war, who is closer to achieving their 
political objectives? In order to answer this question, first we have to know what the 
sides’ political objectives were in the first place. Hamas’s objectives are fairly clear. In 
the immediate term, Hamas’s objective on October 7 was to sabotage the deal that was 
emerging between Israel and Saudi Arabia. It’s a bit hard to remember, but in the weeks 
before October 7, it was reported that Israel had made a great deal of progress toward the 
possibility of a historic peace with Saudi Arabia, which would have normalized Israel’s 
relations with the majority of the Arab world and would have utterly changed Israel’s 
standing in the world.  

● Hamas stopped that. In the longer term, Hamas’s objective was to sow the seeds of 
hatred in the minds of millions to ensure that there be no peace and no normalization 
between Israel and the Arab world for generations to come. Hamas planned to commit a 
particularly vicious massacre and even made sure to film and document the atrocities so 
as to inflict as much pain as possible on the Israelis. Hamas assumed that Israel would 
retaliate for the massacre with immense firepower, which would also inflict on the 
Palestinians immense pain. All this was a conscious part of the plan. The name that 
Hamas gave to its attack attests to its intentions. The attack was called Toufan, the 
“flood.” Like the biblical flood that destroyed humanity, Hamas intended to inflict 
destruction of biblical dimensions.  

● Does Hamas not care about the suffering that this war caused and continues to cause 
Palestinian civilians? Hamas supporters have different feelings and opinions, of course, 
but Hamas’s fundamental worldview does not ascribe importance to people’s suffering. 
Hamas’s supreme objectives are dictated by religious fantasies. For Hamas, Palestinians 
who are killed in war are martyrs who are now enjoying heavenly pleasures in paradise. 
As far as the material world is concerned, from the point of view of a fundamentalist 
organization like Hamas, there can be only one goal for human society on earth—
uncompromising loyalty to divine principles of purity and justice.  
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● Since in order to make peace you must always compromise on justice, organizations like 
Hamas constantly reject every opportunity for peace and demand that people fight at any 
price for absolute justice and for absolute purity. Incidentally, this explains the 
ostensibly strange phenomenon of radical left-wing organizations in Western 
democracies that absolve Hamas of any responsibility for the atrocities in Israel and for 
the humanitarian disaster in Gaza and cast full blame exclusively on Israel. The link 
between the radical left and Hamas is the faith in absolute justice, the unwillingness to 
accept the world’s complexity and the division of the world into pure good versus 
absolute evil.  

● Justice is a lofty goal, but the demand for absolute justice necessarily leads to unending 
war. There has never been a single peace treaty in the history of humankind that did not 
demand compromises and that delivered absolute justice. Finally, Hamas’s true grand 
plan was that its surprise attack and Israel’s retaliatory steps would set the West Bank on 
fire, would cause an uprising of Israel’s Palestinian citizens and would also draw 
Hizbullah, Iran and others into the war and, working together, could smite Israel with a 
blow that would rock it and possibly even defeat it. That was the flood that Hamas 
aspired to. How close was Hamas to achieving its objectives? 

● In everything relating to preventing an Israeli-Saudi agreement and destroying any 
chance for future peace and normalization between Jews and Arabs—Hamas is very 
close to victory. Moreover, Hamas has already achieved much more than it hoped, 
because it succeeded in sowing hatred not only in the minds of millions of Israelis and 
Palestinians, but also in the minds of hundreds of millions of other people throughout 
the world. Antisemitism is on the rise and even Israel’s international standing is at an 
unprecedented nadir, even in the Western democracies that were our friends for years.  

● With every new day in which Palestinians are killed or starved in Gaza, Hamas moves one 
step further down its planned course. As for drawing other forces into the war, Hamas’s 
success has been far more partial so far. But time is in its favor. Hamas had gambled on 
the entire pot, and even if it has not yet won the grand prize, the roulette wheel continues 
to spin. Every day of fighting between Israel and Hizbullah, any clash on the Temple 
Mount, is another spin of the roulette wheel. One mistaken decision or one missile that 
hits the wrong place could result in Hamas’s grand plan materializing and could usher in 
the flood. 

● And what about Israel? Have all the many people killed and the IDF achievements on the 
battlefield brought us closer to our political objectives? Even if Hamas achieved some of 
its objectives, maybe we too have achieved some of ours, so maybe we can call it a tie? 
It’s very hard to answer these questions, because the Netanyahu government is 
prosecuting this war without having defined its political objectives. The government says 
repeatedly that the objective is to destroy Hamas. Israel, of course, is fully in the right 
and it is even obligated to defend its territory and its citizens. Destroying Hamas’s 
military capabilities is essential also for paving the path to a future peace and 
normalization because as long as Hamas still retains significant military power, it will use 
it to foil any serious attempt to reach an agreement.  
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● Every time we get close to an agreement, Hamas will attack, as it did on October 7. But 
even if Israel succeeds in disarming Hamas, that would be a military achievement, not the 
attainment of a political objective. As said, the Americans in Iraq destroyed Saddam 
Hussein’s military might and toppled his regime, and still suffered a stinging political 
defeat. In 1982, Israel invaded Lebanon to remove the Fatah threat. The Fatah threat was 
successfully removed—and we received the Hizbullah threat in its stead. Does Israel 
have an orderly plan that explains how defeating Hamas will result, in its wake, in 
salvaging a peace treaty with Saudi Arabia, a sustainable arrangement in Gaza, restoring 
our international standing, or to any other desirable political objective? Without such a 
plan, military decisions cannot be made, such as whether to attack Rafah or to cease fire.  

● When we have to choose between an offensive in Rafah and a ceasefire, this recalls Alice 
in Wonderland, who reached a crossroads and wasn’t sure whether to turn right or left, 
so she asked the Cheshire cat, “Would you tell me, please, which way I ought to go from 
here?” “That depends a good deal on where you want to get to,” said the Cat. “I don’t 
much care where,” said Alice. “Then it doesn’t matter which way you go,” said the cat.  

● If we don’t know where we want to get to, how will we know whether the road there runs 
through an attack on Rafah or through a ceasefire? Does Israel have political objectives 
in the war? The impression is that it does not. Some of the cabinet members are captive 
to biblical visions of their own and dreams about celestial revenge and absolute justice. 
The prime minister, for his part, has not made a single speech since the start of the war 
in which he has presented his political vision, and it seems that this vision boils down to 
one, single objective: saving his hold on power.  

● The October 7 war keeps taking another month and another month, and Hamas’s flood is 
threatening to drown the entire region in blood. We cannot wait until after the war to form 
an alternative government that does have a political vision. War is only a means of 
achieving political objectives. Allowing a government that has no policy to prosecute a 
war is a certain recipe for defeat. It doesn’t matter how many victories it scores on the 
battlefield, and at what price they were gained, a military victory cannot be translated into 
a political achievement if there is no policy. Political objectives are crucial also for Israeli 
public information purposes. If Israel chooses to initiate a certain military course of 
action, there are three main ways to justify doing that.  

● It can argue that it is revenge for October 7. That will persuade no one but us because 
even our greatest friends believe that we’ve exacted enough revenge. We can argue that 
everything that we are doing is to free the hostages. That no longer even convinces the 
hostages’ families, certainly not when only three were freed in military operations. The 
alternative is to present a political plan to the world and to explain why more military 
operations are needed to achieve it.  

● As long as the Israeli government fails to present a political plan, Israeli PR has no 
chance of persuading global public opinion. And, who knows, if we finally do define 
political objectives, we might discover that there isn’t any need for military operations in 
order to achieve them anymore?  
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● For all these reasons, it is essential to immediately form a government that has a political 
vision that is rooted in the desire to achieve a sustainable compromise, and not in 
biblical fantasies and demands for absolute justice. If we do insist on a biblical fantasy, 
here’s one: after the flood, a dove arrived with an olive branch in its beak. Obviously, 
after the October 7 massacre, compromise and peace appear to be utterly impossible. 
But such things have happened before.  

● Thirty years ago, in 1994, there was a terrible massacre in Rwanda similar to the October 
7 atrocities. In one day, the Hutus tortured, raped and murdered thousands of Tutsis—
men and women, the elderly and children. Entire families and villages were wiped off the 
face of the earth. It was a horrifyingly vicious killing spree, with machetes, axes, shovels 
and clubs. The next day, it happened again. And the day after that. And the day after that. 
What the Israelis experienced on the terrible Saturday of October 7, was experienced by 
the Tutsis for many days consecutively between April 7 to mid-July 1994. It is estimated 
that during these 100 days, the Hutus murdered about 800,000 people and raped 
hundreds of thousands of women. The massacre ended when the Tutsi resistance 
movement defeated the Hutus’ army and seized control of Rwanda. About two million 
Hutus fled the country.  

● Thirty years later, there is peace between the Tutsis and the Hutus. The Tutsi leadership 
initiated a process of acceptance and healing and accepted back into Rwanda the 
overwhelming majority of the Hutus who had fled. Today, the Hutus and the Tutsis live 
together in peace in Rwanda, which is considered one of the more peaceful and 
flourishing countries in Africa. Recently it even became a sought-after tourist 
destination. People travel to vacation in Rwanda and visit picturesque villages in the hills 
where Hutus and Tutsis live together, and the tourists cannot believe what happened in 
these vacation spots just 30 years ago. If they could do that, there may also be hope for 
us. Jewish history can also teach us similar lessons. On October 7, many Israelis, 
including some of my family and friends, experienced atrocities that recalled the darkest 
moments of the Holocaust. But eight decades after the Holocaust, Germans and Israelis 
are today good friends. It is important to stress that healing processes like those 
between the Tutsis and the Hutus and between the Jews and the Germans are not based 
on achieving absolute justice.  

● How is such justice conceivable? Can anyone bring the bodies back to life, or shove a 
shout back into the throat? As a historian, I know that the curse of history is the attempt 
to rescue the past. The wounds of the past must be healed, instead of being used as an 
excuse for inflicting more and more wounds. After hundreds of thousands of 
Palestinians lost their homes in 1948, the Arab states expelled hundreds of thousands of 
Jews from their territory. Since then, injury has followed injury in a cycle of blood that 
appears endless. But we are not obligated to continue this cycle forever. It is possible to 
stop it, as it is possible to learn from the behavior of the Palestinian citizens of Israel. 
When Hamas gave the signal for the flood, it hoped that the Palestinian-Israelis would 
join the cycle of blood and attack their Jewish neighbors. Many Jews—and quite a few 
Arabs—lived in fear that this is exactly what would happen. 
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● In practice, the behavior of the Palestinian citizens of Israel since October 7 has been a 
ray of light in the darkness. On October 7 itself, some Palestinian Israeli citizens were 
murdered by Hamas while trying to help Jews, such as Abed al-Rahman Alnasasra from 
Kseifa, who was murdered by terrorists when he came to rescue survivors from the 
music festival, and Awad Moussa Darawsha from Iksal, who was killed near Kibbutz Reim 
while helping the injured. With every day that has passed since, tens of thousands of 
Palestinian citizens have continued to loyally serve in all the institutions of Israeli 
society, from hospitals to government offices, while their friends and relatives in Gaza 
coped with death, refugeehood and hunger. Joint List Chairman Ayman Odeh denounced 
the October 7 massacre and said, “These atrocities are indescribable. I cannot accept 
that in the name of the Palestinian people, innocent people were killed this way,” and 
United Arab List Chairman Mansour Abbas called the massacre “an inhuman and 
unjustifiable act that conflicts with the values of Islam,” and said, “The armed Palestinian 
organizations must lay down their arms” and aspire to peace with the State of Israel.  

● In order for us to have a real chance of exiting the cycle of blood, the first step is to 
define a clear political objective for this war. Hamas has such an objective: to destroy 
any chance of peace between Israel and the Arab world and the Palestinians. Israel’s 
objective should be just as clear: preserving the chance for peace. If Israel succeeds in 
disarming Hamas on a military level but remains with no political horizon, Hamas will 
have defeated us. 
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Yedioth Ahronoth – March 19, 2024 

Ceremonies Can Wait 
By Nahum Barnea  

● The government decided unanimously (unanimously!) to commemorate October 7 by 
declaring it a day of national mourning. The Prime Minister’s Bureau issued a statement 
that read: “Every year, a national memorial day will be held to commemorate the disaster 
that befell the State of Israel.” I might be wrong to take cabinet decisions so seriously, 
but I read the statement and was puzzled. What do they mean, the “disaster that befell” 
the State of Israel? Was Hamas’s October 7 attack a natural disaster? A coincidence? A 
visit by extra-terrestrials? No! The time has come for this unanimous government to 
come to terms with the facts: The disaster didn’t befall us; it was the result of a series of 
historic mistakes and failures, some of which continue to accompany us to this very day.  

● Just as that disaster didn’t befall us, it hasn’t left us either. It is still here, under the same 
responsible parties who have refused to take responsibility. There are a few tasks that 
ought to come before planning memorial services in the years ahead. The first is to clear 
our desk: get the hostages back, restore security for the residents of southern and 
northern Israel, create a different reality in the Gaza Strip and restore Israel’s standing in 
the world. Then, we need to remove the people responsible for the disaster from the 
group of decision-makers. Those are the urgent and critical tasks at hand. Ceremonies 
can wait. For five months, Netanyahu has refused to make decisions about the day after. 
His insistence has turned the IDF’s fighting in Gaza into sterile floundering and a 
humanitarian, political and public relations disaster.  

● For want of any other choice, he took an old/new idea out of the mothballs: The solution 
for Gaza is for it to disappear and to be reborn, this time as Singapore. That idea that 
Netanyahu pulled out of the mothballs was originally put there by none other than 
Shimon Peres. Years ago, Professor Itamar Rabinovich hosted a dinner at his home in 
Tel Aviv. Two people were the guests of honor: Shimon Peres and Professor Bernard 
Lewis, one of the world’s greatest experts in Middle Eastern history. Peres tried to 
impress the guests with a story. “In one of my meetings with Abu Mazen,” he said, “I told 
him, Gaza can be Singapore. I’ll send you a copy of the book that was written by Lee 
Kuan Yew. You’ll read and apply.” Bernard Lewis stood up and asked, if possible, to 
interrupt Peres’s story with one of his own. I’ll get back to Lewis’s story shortly.  

● But first, an explanation: Singapore is a Chinese island in Muslim Malaysia, a poor and 
hostile massive country of islands. Lee Kuan Yew established it in 1959, chartered it to 
independence in 1965 and led it until 1990. He is considered to be Singapore’s Ben-
Gurion. He fashioned the country as a well- intentioned, corruption-free, egalitarian, 
stable and policed dictatorship. Less freedom, more flour was the slogan he embraced. I 
was so intrigued to learn about the Singaporean model that I visited the country in the 
1990s. More than anything else, I was impressed by their huge investment in free 
education for all. I was less impressed with the regime. I came away with the sense that 
things that work well for the Chinese won’t necessarily work well for either the Jews or 
the Arabs. Back to Lewis’s story.  
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● He said: One day I received a phone call at my office in Princeton University from the 
Singaporean prime minister’s office. Lee Kuan Yew wants to see you urgently. I asked 
what I had to do with Singapore. He’ll explain it to you when you arrive, they said. A first-
class ticket with Singapore Airlines is waiting for you. [Lewis went on to say:] I went. 
They took me from the airport straight to his office. Explain to me, Lee Kuan Yew asked, 
why it is that, despite the fact that we give them the very same education, the Muslim 
children here score lower than the Chinese students. I said to him, I’m no expert on 
education, but I can give you a few explanations that are tied to Muslim religion and 
history. In other words it isn’t my fault, said the prime minister. No, it isn’t your fault, I 
said. Thank you, he said, and sent me back first class to America. Now, Shimon, you can 
explain to us how Gaza is going to become Singapore, said Bernard Lewis in conclusion.  

● The “Singapore strategy,” according to the fascinating report by Ron Ben-Yishai in the 
weekend edition of Yedioth Ahronoth, is the name that Netanyahu has given to his plan. 
The new Gaza will forget about Israel. It will train its focus on the sea. Locals will run it 
under close international supervision; Israel will inspect everything that goes in and 
everything that goes out; the Emiratis will give money; the Egyptians will allow passage. 
Mohammed Dahlan, a close confidant of the UAE’s ruler and Abu Mazen’s enemy, will 
oversee the civilian regime. A quick inquiry I made found that the Emiratis aren’t 
interested. No one in the world has any desire to rule Gaza except for Hamas, Smotrich 
and Ben Gvir. Yitzhak Rabin once said that the best solution would be for Gaza to sink 
into the sea. That hasn’t happened, and the Singapore story isn’t going to happen either. 
Sometimes, dreams don’t come true. 


